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low colors and the leaves begin to! fal bound—doves at Thy window, Amen. 
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and flutter away, as frail as the genera-, —Joseph Fort Newton. 
tions of men. The birds are Poe 

south, following a viewless path—-like RALLY DAY 

the homing instinct in the soul of man. ¢ | ts 
the homing instinct in the soul of ma ETHODIST churches everywhere are 


Thou hast’ made our. life a summer now preparing for the observance of 
sowing, an autumn harvest, and a, Religious Education Week, culminating 
reat white winter; too short for hate, — i" Rally Day, a season given over to con- 
5 Fy: : > ~~’ sidering the importance.of, the Sunday 
and only long enough for the love that - School, both in its church and” in’ the« 
lifts the load we all must bear. O, community. 
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For Youth in the: HE EPWORTH HERALD,”:2 , 


journal for youth, offers an attracs; 


: Christian Adventure tive, sprightly, youthful treatment oft - 


‘ i+ 


the problems that youth faces in its | 
attempt to live in the Chriss _ 
tian way. “The Epworth: 
Herald’ is an indispensabJe 
companion on youth’s adven- 
ture in Christian living, Each 
week the paper brings news 
of movements among youth 
the world ‘around. Articles, . 
stories, sermons, editorials, . 
poems, and eve, pictures. 
help to answer youth'b: ques- 
tions about “God and the 
world in which youth lives. 
The treatnf¥ent ‘ofthe deyo- | 
Hional topics and the pages 
of methods are invaluable 
to every member of, the . 
Mpawvorth League, This: pa- 
per is published by ‘The 
Methodist Book Coneern, 
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. The 
Purposes 
of the 
Christian 
College 


DUCATORS hold a 
statement of purpose to 


be necessary for colleges. 
The following paragraphs 
well state the aims and 


ideals of 35 liberal arts col- 
leces of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 


In the Junior College 


To bring each student to the best pos- 
sible state of vigorous health as a 
basts for suecesstul living, 


To assist the student in acquiring sclf- 
mastery. 


To encourage adequate integration of 
the intellectual life. 

To widen the student’s range of in- 
terest and appreciation by introduction 
into the main fields of significant 
knowledge. 

To enable the student to make proper 
choice of a field of concentration for 


the Senior College, and to make neces- 
sary preparation therefor, 


In the Senior College 


To continue in the main the specific 
purposes of the Junior College, enlary- 


ing “Ie” to the proper choice of life 
work. 

To require for cach student a reason- 
able degree of concentration in his 


chosen field of interest. 


ee ee 


to 


velopment 


To give the student after -satisfying 
requirements wide powers of election, 
either to do further intensive work in 


concentration or 
of interest. 


his chosen field of 
further widen his range 


To prepare adequately for graduate 
work or entry into vocations success 
in which calls for a high..degree of 
general culture and a relatively small 
degree of specialization. ot 


To encourage all students to work up 
to a level of their ability: and to de- 
velop power in self-directed study. 


Iinally, to permit the student the 
widest scope for the development’ and 
integration/of his personality along the 
lines of his personal needs, his greatest 
abilities, and his most pronounced in- 
terest, ; 

It is the purpose of the institution also 
encourage in the proper ways the de- 
of Christian character tn its 


students, and to assist them in finding an 
adequate philosophy of life. 


—lHrom the catalog of a Methodist College, 
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al TERNOCN SHRVICH 

HYIW “Love Divine" OOD), «ey 
PR'.YER 
SULO "Thou srt ly Ged" <..Barbara inn England 
RE#sDEDIC.TION SERVICE. .Ccnducted by cur District 

suprintendent--Dr. k. li. Shipman. 
ANTHEM "There ae Ben HL PATS cares We ebus 

The Che pa a a 

ANMOUNCETENTS 
REMINISCENCES AND TETIORIES OF FIPTY: YEARS: 
IEN'S AUARTET 

NOLO Lae aMoer West! 

MP I is Lis tening" 

"When Whey Sing cf Home Swect Heme" 
Greetings and Talks by Pastcrs, lembers & Friends 
"God. Be With You Till We leet Again” 064 
BENEDICTION _ iat eae 

~_ ANNOUNCE! ENTS _ : 

We want cveryenc to enjcy this. day with us. 
Make yourself at neme, greet your neighber, jcin.: 
with us in the hasket dinner at nocn, be sure 
to Geerster before yeu leave, Have a prece cH 
CUT ee rthdaay, Cake, get. cne or the Aveporieg, 
end be sure to come back again for services 
every Suncay. We will always be glad tc welcome 
youe Den't wait fer ancthcr Heme-Coming, but be 
sure tc visit us as cften as possible. 


Beginning next Sunday, the evening service 
Widiaeter. ab. 7250: Tit. 


All the young pecple cf the church are asked 
TO ottend the Ycung Tecple"s Rally ccnducted’ by 
. Bishop J.ecte at the Grace LLEH.~Church in Des 
licines cn Cenference Sunday Evening September 
ZOE . 


The Cheir wil) mect fcr practice cn Thursdery 
evening. 


the pastor wishes to thank everyone who has 
IMiony way contributed “te: the  sueot sa: et. the 
services today. 
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LISTORY OF THE METHODIST HPISCOPAL CHURCH | 
es vee AUGER eee i 


1847 - 1932 


Biante! I NTHE SRT oLERS" te 
Someone has said, theWi 8% ory of a.coun-. 
try or a people cannot be told without relat- 
ing the history of the church. When John-Wes=_ 
Ley, M.A. Of Oxford started to preach the. Gos 
pel of Christ to the people of England,he, lit 
tle realized how closely bound up with :..the 
history of the new nation about ‘to be: { born’ 
woulda be the church which he founded.Nor did. 
he realize the large place which the. Method 
ist @hurch should take in the development. 6f 
this great land of ours: and especiaily. ofthe 
West- for: then, the West was unknown. ‘to the 
white man, being’ in complete possession of 
the Indians. 


It is impossible to relate the history 
of this church withcut also telling something 
‘of the early history of this state’'and-county 
Only a brief mention will be made ‘however, to 
give’ just a suggestion oo the background of 
OUT historye:> - ; 


The Ristory. of Dallas Boo dtyct pabitanda 
by the Union Historical Society of Des Moines 
in 1879 says, "The tract of land now known as 
Dallas County was included in the territory 

which the Sac and ¥Yox Indians ceded to the 
_ United States Government in treaty of October 
Bde Lote eee cana Tratalied, oy ten Senate on 
March! 40.4. 1643. .e0e.ln) consequence. “of. this 
peace able ariangement, the early settlers of 
Dallas County encountered no difficulty with 
the red man; and the historian has to record 
no price of; blood paid for the ptssespsion of 
their primitive homes....elnose: expecting to 
make poettlenent in the "New Turchasc", “Ore 
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forbidden to come on the reservation until the 

time of its delivery into the hands of the gov- 
ernmént by the Indians May 1, 1843...,.During 

the fall of 1845, Daniel and Lewis Stump stak- 
ed claims in what is now Van Meter township in 

the Stump bottom northeast of Van Meter. In 

1845-46, Many more came in ba i around Van 

Meter." 


eats From this record, we find that Van Meter 
settlement was the first settlement, in the 
county, and the beginnings of our church probe | 
ably the first religious organization of any 
‘kind started in the county. This history goes 
on to say, "The first church organization for-~ 
med in the township was that of the Methodist 


Episcopal Church, sometime during 1847; and 
‘the first church building erected and dedicat- 
ed in the township was probably the one in 


the town of Van Meter," (page 505- Bi story of 
Dallas County.) 


It appears from this record, that the beg 
Inning of our church goes back to the time of 
the very first settlement in this county. For, 
if our church was organized in 1847,.as given 
by this early history,there must have beenmed- 
‘ings of the members of the community for some 
little time before a definite organization Wu 
ld take place. At least, we.know that the first 
Organization was in 1847, 


In another: place, this history, of th e 
county says, "The first sermon preached in 
Dallas County was preached by Rev.Thomas Bird, 
@® Presbyterian minister from Fort Des Moines. 
This occured during the year 1846, but no one 
has been able to ascertain the exuct locetion 
where this important scrvice occured, nor the 
exact date of its occurence. Very soon after 
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this, and in the same year, a Methodist min- 
ister from Fort Des Moines preached in the how 
se of James Black in what is now Van Meter 
township. And soon after organized a smal 1 
class in that vicinity." This was,no doubt, the 
FIitTet Telipeious organi zation in the “county s3 
and since it was located near Van Meter, and . 


other facts seem to connect this class " wion 


the earliest class of this church, We are, -no 
doubt, safe in assuming that this early class 
was the beginning, or at least had some thing ' 
to do with the beginning of our church. u 


No official records have been found which 
cover the religious history of this community 
between 1846 and 1869, a period of twenty=.— 
three years; but there were, no doubt, regular 
meetings of this class and other classes dur- 
ing this time. Most of the new communities were 
Visited regularly by the early circuit. riders! 
who held religious services in the homes or in’: 
the open, wherever the opportunity was afford- 
ed. The early circuit rider was’a real factor: 
in the settlement of the west and the estab 
lishing of Christian communities such as we 
now enjoy. 


It would,no doubt, be very interesting if © 
we could obtain a dctailed history of the lab- 
ors and struggles of those faithful men who 
were responsible for bringing the Gospel j4Hpto- 


this community in the early days. it would | 


also be intcresting,if we could obtain a rec- 
ord:-of mnny of the carly iucidants in connect- 
ion with the lives of those who received these 
men Of God with open uring and gaucrificed om 
toiled that the church of God might be estab- 
lished in the new country which was to be 


their home and our home, 
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little record, it might be interesting to see 
what som-.of the historians have had to sey 
about these easly days. In an early history'a. 
Valias Ccuray,s,..1e find. these wordsy-"In)j this 
day of miscerroisrcy and benevolent. spirit, the 


gospez,in the, west rather precédes .. “‘than v? 
follows the settlement. of the country.:But in’: 


the cariiersdays of. frongier Tite, 7 the prop-2- 
ress toward pul:lic worship was.of necessit y_,’ 
slow, Xex-the devotional spirit of. those who'’: 
left.Gociy nomes opened up here and. there and ~~ 
organized budics of worshipers, many. months — 
before tiusy had.a regular building for . their 
services. " , ; 


poe, ~Tanstormation of any country or 
locality from a condition of harbarity to one 
Of civilirzotion requires long-continued and -; 
Popout eSfort,, not, only con’ tip eeart.,..0oL the 
first settiarg, but also of the majority of 
those who tcllow in after years. So also, jit 
is in regard to the promotion and development 
of. the Ciristian religion, that most impor - 
wen Orascle or civilisation, ane an pects “ene wa. 
epeat civi.izer or nations. Ite progress in a. 
new country is necessarily comparatively slow ,.; 
for many years, and its promulgation depends. 
to a great extent on the unshaken faith and 
untiring efforts of the few trustful, devot- 
ional, zealous ones who are generally to. be 
found, in greater or less numbers, in almost, 
every community, even from the days OF tt 8 
earliest settlement. While the human element 
is the means toa plorious end in this regard ’ 
yet it is a most important moany in the eff- 
ectual promotion of this greatest of all caus 
€s. And we should have. no misgivings or wav-~ 
ering doubts with regard to the. ability to 
perform the impettant part of this work assig- 
ned each of us. For if we will OnLy Pole won 
the promise, grace will be given us each. suit 
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‘icient. for the day." "Religious interests in 
Dallas County have always been carefully fos- 
tered by the citizens, from the earliest days 
of settlement until the. present, not only in 
the county seat, but also in the country dis- 
tricts and in all the other towns and villag- 
es in the county. And ina county where the 
people have alwas shown themselves to be. so 
thoroughly alive to educational interests as 
the citizens of Dallas County always have 
been, the result could hardly have been other- 
wise; for to a good extent, a oh rer 
igion go hand in hend. % | 


“Tor many years after the emigrant oie 
‘began to dot the woodlands and prairie, the 
settlements were so scattered over differe nt. 
parts of the county that it was almost imposs- 
ible for any great number to assemble in any 
particular place for public worship, much less 
to erect houses or cabins for that purpose,and, 
as a consequence, for a while religious wor- 
ship fas known only at the home fireside of: 
those who, in distress and privation,. had not 
forgotten their devotion to Him who had grac- 
iously provided for them their ad w Bp ue bes 
friends, and necessary comforts of life. 


"Occasional preaching services were held 
in private cabins, and in the first rude sch- 
ool houses, which were always well ~ attended- 
and highly appreciated by the settlers who 
were hungering for the "bread of life." 


We. H. Jennings, a former member of this 
church, in the ‘story of: tis tite, tells’: of 
an amusing and interesting incident in conne- 
ection with: one of. the) carly camp meetings 
held in Iowa by the Germun Methodists. We 
are somevhav, doubtrul if such a thing could 

(l-History of Dallan Court: -1879.) 
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occur today, because the ardor and enthusiasm 
shown in: this incident are not quite so: prey«. 
elant today as they were in:the earlier days 
of our. state. .He says in ‘his memoirs, ."Relig# 
ious mectings in those days through the coun- 
try were frequently held in schoolhouses afd 
conducted: quite differently from what they are 
NOWe svecceeslt. Was no uncommon#sight- to. ~..sed 
a person shout....«.f shall never forget being 
at a meeting held at our schoolhouse.on avery 
cold winter night when a-man, with whom I was 
well acquainted; kneeled down to pray:.: n-ear 


the stove, which was red hot. in places: : and 
full of live coals. When he got real earnest 
in his prayer he:leaned back, striking ° the 


stove and upsetting it. The stove.:.door flew 
open and the coals rolled out upon the floon 
We boys :shot out of the house. The: man moved 
a little ways on his knees, but kept right on 
praying till he got through. in the meantime 
other. members had put the. stove back to.:.-its 
piace and the meeting continued.as:if nothing 
had happened." He says in another place, °-"In 
those days Methodist Camp Meetings, lasting 
two or three weeks , were very common. White 
working for the judge one fall, a meeting was 
held in‘the woods near his house. Many. people 
came a long distance and camped. I presume at 
times there were 500 people on: the.’ grounds. 
Great religious excitement prevailed, and: 
shouting could be heard almost day and night." 


The, Methodist Church: played a large, if ¥ 
not the largest part in the drama of the ear- 
dy. West and the making of the Went:a really. 
civilized country. Most of the early pioneer’ 
preachers were Methodist circuit ridera.* 
Wherever the settler went, the preacher went: ~ 
along with him, and generally the oreachner’,.,’ 
was on the ground long before any rel uett- 
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lements were made. One historian has said, “So 
the new country took on a new forms 2s new 
life flowed over the mountains, and into the 
-new communities of the new states beyond the 
mountains. And, as the country grew, so the 
Methodist Church grew with it. As thse country 
changed, so the church changed ..¢.«..wnen forty 
years had passed and the day of the circuit rid- 
er was done....there stood not only a group of 
populous states, able to dominate the life of 
the whole republic, but als a Methodist Church 
recognized as the most powerful moral and rel- 
igious force in those commonwealths," 


The founding and growth of our church is 
closely connected with this great religious ep- 
ic of the west. Though we do not know who all 
the pioneers were who gave their best that we 
today might enjoy a Christian civilization and 
have an active and progressive religious. soc- 
iety in this community, yet we owe them a vote 
of sincere thanks for. the heritage, which > they 
have given us. We should ever hold their mem- 
ory sacred, and we should honor them by being 
as faithful as they were in carrying the work 
of the Kingdom of God on to greater victories. 


Those of us who are living today can hard 
ly comprehend how Breat were the difficulties 
which the early settlers must have faced in 
their efforts to maintain the work of the King- 
dom of God in the midst of the wilderness: but 
the church then, even as it does today, meant 
the difference between living in a decent, mo» 
ally clean, and civilized community and living 


2- From the "Story of Methodism" by. h. EH.Iucc-~ 
ock and Hutchison. Con. 1926 net %2 p'paid. 
Reprinted by permission of the Methodist 
Book Concern, 
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in a community which has none of these advant- 

ages. There were enough God-fearing people am- 

omg the early settlers to realize this, and th- 
ese Ppecple Were willing to’ pay the price + aria 
faithfulness, loyalty, and devotion, that °we 
today might have these advantages. We truly 
owe & debt to them which we can only pay by 
building securely and well on the foundations 
which they have laid. Let us keep faith with 
them. 7 


Luccock and Hutchison, in their"Story of. 
Methodism", say, "No chapter in the age long 
westward march of Christianity is a more grip- 
ping and stupendous one than that of which our 
story of Methodism now becomes a part. -. The 
story of Methodism for sixty yearSe.eeevecomes 
@avital part of the occupation of the contin- 
ent of America from the Alleghany Mountains to 
the Tacific Coast.The long parade - was one of 
the greatest of all times. It was ‘one.; of the 
epic adventures of the human race. In rapidity 
of movement, in extent of territory covered,in 
- permanence of results, that pushing westward 
of the American frontier from the Great Lakes 
the Ohio, and Southern Appalachian Mountains 
to the Pacific has never been matched," 


"If we are to catch the true significance 
and feel the thrill of the history of Method- 
ism for this half century, we must always have — 
1N myyq this moving column of humnity of which 

t was .a@.part, and into which it poured its 
stream of influence. Nor must we ever allow our 
selves to think of Methodism as an isolated or 
seperate force. It was in the midst of and a 
part of the whole Christian advance mede up of 
many other denominations in which were the spir 
it and daring of the pioneer and the passion of 
the missionary. "9 | 

s- Op.Cit. 
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| This History of our church would not. be 
complete without a fitting tribute to these 
€araiest circuit riders who came: into this. 
country and started this church with the forme 
ation of the first Methodist Class, which lat- 
er grew into a Society, and then became tae 
Methodist Hpiscopal Churéh of Van Meter. This 
tribute is found in the words:of Mary Carolyn 
Davies in her poem, "The Circuit Rider." 


"God tramps on through the scourging rains, 
God vaults into the seaddie, 

Rides al.cne past the dusty plains, . 

God's back bends to the paddle- 

Cedar brancnes and sunlight through! 

And on, still on, speeds’ the- lone canoe. 


"God rides out on his ancient quest, 
Healing, saving, commanding: 

tere in the saveze, unknown west$ 
Settlement. cabin, landing-- 

Well they know tne steady beat, 

In the stillness of God's horses' feet. 


"God leads to grace the ploneers, 
Who walk each hour with danger; 
Knows these grim men for his peers, 
Gives his bread to the stranger; 
Doing all that a neighbor can, ~ 
God rides still, a weary man. 


"God rides out! And found three statess; 
Their scourger,: their defenders 
Guides their loves. and tones their hbtee, 


Leaduy them into splendor’ 
Gode--in the Circuit-rider's breast-- i 
Once more, God built 3a world--Our West." 
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Chapter II THE FOUNDATION IS LAID 

Soon after the first sermon was vreached 
in the county, a Methodist Class was organiz- 
ed at what was knownas the Payne School “House, 
Located somewhere north of “the river, just, 
across from where the town was later: located. 
After meeting in this place for awhile, the 
Settlers ysouch of the river: Pound At aie tice 
to attend the meetings of the class because 
of the frequent floods. There were no bridges. 
across / the river anywhere.in: the county, «ang: 
when the river was flooded it was almost im- 
possible to get. across. 


The group. of people south of the WiY or 
organized “a class..in ipoS, ond this class; with 
the present church which later grew out of this 
early organization carried on the work which 
was started by the first class organized at 
the Payne School House in 1847 or before. We 
are indebted to Mrs. White, a member of this 
church in former years who passed away some 
years ago, for the following account .-of this 
early class. This account was written by Mrs. 
White for a Home-Coming Service of the DeSoto 
circuit some years aso. She says: "The class 
at Payton's school house was organized in1853 
by Rev. S. Swaringtin with 13 members. Wm. 
Pavton was’ appointed leader and JamesS Denott: 
to whose recollection of Metnodism in Iowa in 
the earlier days T am indebted for the follow 
ine statemont. In. the spring ef Looo... there’. 
were a few families. of us Lived on this side 


7 
A 


*% Mr. Wm. Heostor (now living at Dawson) says, 


"Tam sure that my Lathor and molher,. fanac 
and NJeonor Hoslor, wore abl tho dodi¢gntion Cilt- 
Cy years atOseeorceel Or many years. after we 


came to Iowa, our folks worshined in a school 
house in the neishborhood, and there TIT attend- 
ed Sunday School. Our Superintendent was J.S. 
Demotte, one of the leadins Methodists of the 
time . 
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of Coon River. There was not a bridge across 

any stream in the county, therefore, it was 

with great difficulty and at eertain seasons 

of the year impossible to cross them. We found 

it very inconvenient for us to have our mom- 

bership at the Payne class. We determined to 

try t. get a preaching place on this side,but 

his work was then so large he refused... A fow 
days after this we learned there was Methodist 

preaching between North Branch and North River 

every three or four weeks on Thursday. We de- 
termined to try there. When the time came, 

three of us, Bro. Wm. Payton, Bro. Rose and 
myself mounted our horses and started to find 

the “place. When we arrived at the cabin. .in 
the edgo of the timber, we found Bro. Swearim- 
in (the preacher) siting in the corner lookmg 

throuch his hymn book. The congregation was 

not there yet. We told him that we were hunt- 
ing a shepherd for the lost sheep of the hase 

of Israel and told him our plans and what we 

wantec. He asreed to meet us on his next round 
and orranize a class which he did. This class 

has had no connection with this charge(R®to) 

since 1873," 


According to the above {nformation, the 
first relisious services in Van Meter wero 
hold by the Methodist Society which was organ- 
ized as soon as thero was any settlement here 
and some time beforo the incorporation of the 
town. The first religious services of the so- 
cloty were held in the homes of tho members, 
and as soon as tho mombership became ' largo: 
mmyhto require more commodious quarters, the 
first rnoyular public services were held in tie 
log school house known as the Payton  sthool 
locuted near the presont Van Meter Comotary. 
Later, when the class outgrew the schoolln use 
they met in the lobby of the. 61d hotel which 
wan loented where the O. V. White storeis now. 
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in 1868, this point was a part of the cir- 
Soro ca lived the Adel Mission. Very: 2ittie is 
known about this relationship except that it 
existed for’ only a short time. 


Following the relationship with Adel, this 
point became‘a“part of the DeSoto circuit of 
the Winterset Mission. ' Apparently, it was ex- 
pected that DeSoto would soon be a thriving 
town and that Van Meter would never amount to 
much. At that time, a resular pastor ‘was 
appointed to DeSoto circuit which included 
Van Meter. However, Van hicter built a church 
before one was yilt in DeSoto and the charge 
soon became a separate circuit. “The record 
left by Mrs. White gives us the following in- 
formation about. the DeSoto circuit (including 
Van Meter) at that time. 


"Dugal Thompson was the first Presiding 
Elder and John E. Darby was the first ovastor 
servins the charge two years. 


"James Mosend, Wm. Mark, H. De. Mc Combs, 
Goodtiff Brooker, Jacob Fayton, Se Ne: Smith, 
P. Zimmerman, E. Akors and Samucl Shuck were 
the class leaders when the circuit was formed. 


"The Stewards were as follows; A. Golden, 
Jacob Gabbert, Levi Brown (recording), Alese 
Logan, G. W. Robborts, M. Chestnutwood, Wm.A-. 
Ellis, John Chandler and D. H. Kose. 


PA this éarly dats in the history of 
the charge, svepa were ‘taken to secure a home 
Lor the. pastors ina hi. Ww. Payvipon) A. Golden, 
Gervie HOOQSrts, HH. Dy MeCongs: pid We Ae ELLZs 
wore anpotnted: parecnaso Trustees. 


"The report ‘of the Beard of Trustees ‘to 
the Sccond Quarterly Conference shows that: a 
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lot had been purchased and a house and small 
barn built upon. it at a total cost of 4690. 
This property was sold in 1877." 


The -pastors who served Van Meter - while 
it was a part of the DeSoto circuit “were, 
John E. Darby who served, as far as can. be 
ascertained, from September 1869 to September: 
1871, and W. T. Hesterwood who served  -from- 
September 1871 to September 1873. The record 
left by Mrs. White again gives us some valu- 
able information about this period. She--says, 
"The first Board of Trustees for church’ at 
Van Mcter were elected December 26, . 1868 -and 
consisted or the foilowing pergons: Georgo 
Lane, A. M. Logan, i. Hester, Wm. T. Johnson 
and James Burnett, to-which E. Akers was added 
March 13, 1869." | 
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Chapter III» 
VAN METER BECOMES A CIRCUIT, 


The church as it now exists was organized 
before February Gly s0095) DUG" NO Obl oda. Or 
cords previous to that date have been found.On 
Fepruary 274 '2869.,,.lobs:ione and twovidn > “Glock 
fourtecn, where our chuch is now located, were 
bought of Mr. F. D. and Hannah Wilson and. Mr. 
WiJliam A. and Pheobe J. Wilson for the sum of 
forty-five dollars. The street east of the 
church which runs. north to the railroad is na- 
med Wilson Street for this Wilson ene from 
whom these tots were purchased. 


The Trustees of the church at the time the 
lots were bought were: Isaac Hester, James Bur 
nett, S. M. Logan, William J. Johnson and Geo- 
reo Lane. The first church building was erec- 
ted on theses lots, soon after the lots were 
purchased. Mrs. White says, "At the Cmftrence 
session held at Winterset September 10,. 1875, 
Bishop Thomas Bowman presiding, the Van Meter 
charge was formed and DeSoto circuit was left 
but two anpointments - DeSoto and Fairview, eee 
Dupine the’ Tirst. year of Dasote circuit, a 
church building was commenced and got well un- 
der way at Van Metcr. The Quarterly Conferene 
records show that at the session held at the 
red school house June 5, 1869 the Trustocs mado 


reoort as follows: ~ A house raised, cnclosed 
and occupied 22x50, Debt 16.00, Subscription 
50.00 when finished, with lot 1000.00. L 


have s;iven the roport verbatim us shown by the 
Quarterly Conference records. At the Fourth 
Quarterly Conforenco helavat Payton's school 
house August 27, 1870, Trusteos report as 
foliows, church. at Van Motor pide FOr 28) Fara 

finished hnd cnourh on subseriptions to com= 
PLOTO Lt. “So Lar as wo. are able to Loarn fron 
tnc Guarterly Conference records tho Van Motor. 
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church) 
AWas the first building erected on the charges 


“The records of the 4th Quarterly Confer- 
ence hold at Van Meter Aurust 17, 1875. We T. 
Hestwood, pastor, Tho following report Was 
submitted by the Trustees. Fairview church 
half dne and is to be completed by the 15th of 
September. Half the cost paid according to 
contract. DeSoto church underway...scccvcvesve 
At the last Quarterly Conference for the year 
of 1876 Brother Isaac Hough was appointed to 
dispose of the parsonage property. The committe 
tee on sale of parsonage property perfected the 
sale of the same and made satisfactory pro-ra- 
ta settlement with Van Meter as the¥ VorEnocted 
with the charge and were or a eee when it 
was built. The Fourth Quarterly Conference of 
1878 requested the concurrence of the Annual 
Conference in the sale which was ranted. oseee 
At this time it (the charge) belonged to the 
-Winterset circuit and the Council Bluffs Dis- 
trict. And this sugzests to the historianthe 
wonderful march of civilization and populations 


"The Council Bluifs District then extend- 
ing over nearly the entire territory now cov- 
ered by three or four. 1. 2.) Stewart)was Pre- 
siding Elder and Will S. Peterson wréacher in 
charge." 


Tho town of Van Meter was laid out in the 
year of 1869, but was not incorporated until 
June 1, 1877. So, our church was organized and 
it head boon working in the conumunity for a nun- 
of years before the town was founded or incor- 
porated. An carly history of Dallas Counly 
says of Van Meter, "The town has no lawyers md 
no saloons, rather sintulw coincidoents, osnec-= 
Lally for a mining town; but the people. are 
gonerally poaccable and prosperous. ...ssccces” 
This sveaks quite well for the town, and it is 
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probable that most of the early settlers in'* 
this commnity were religious people. The 
first pastor of whom there is any record is 
Rev. B. #. Payton, who preached here during 
the Confsrence year of September 1873 to Sept- 
embor 1874 J. S.. Kirkpatrick, the second min- 
ister was a suverannuate of the Illinois Con- 
ference. He supplied here from Septemberl1874 
to September 1875. The record of membership. 
at that time showed that there were then ‘one 
-hundred forty-eight members and forty-eight 
probationcrs. | 
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Chapter lV 


tan CInculT IS INCORPORATED 


ee EE Se eR sD «Ae 


Continuing with the more detailed his 
tory of our church, we find’ that on April 


19, subscriotions were started for the 
firs t parsonage in Van Heter. °On ** April 
Oo, 1875 articles of incorporation ° were 


drawn for the "Van Meter Circvit of the’ 
Methodiss Episcopal Church". A“ scopy of 
these articles is apvended herevto:- 


Articles of Incorporation 


This Certificate of Association, made 

Cais twenty Lourta day ot Apri a. 2. one 
tnousanag eight hundred and seventy vale Beg aa 
between the persons whose names . are here- 
unto subscribed, Witnesseth: 3 
@ 


Tne nane of this Incorvoration shall 
be, "Van Meter Gircuit of. the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, composea of the follow 
ing appolntmenia, Vis., Van Mener,) «Blu 
HiGgge. Cenper, JErrer aon "amas “Liber sy, ‘ 
Situated im Van Meter vownenip, Dalles 
counvy ana Jefferson and Lee townshivs of 
Macison County, all of the State of Iowa?. 


Article 2Nd. 
THe ODP COT vot, tides Soewery Se) be 


EAS “DVOMOCLONAon. The Interests Gt Melle ron 
Ln OMT micst, ann the soresd of Soraptural 
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holiness throughout the world, 
Article SRa., 
The members of this Association shall 
consiss of the memoers of the above named 


societies, from time to time, as shown  , by 
whe records «hereof. ie 


ATULCLE 42T 


The officers of this Association. shali 
consist of A Soard of Trustece, . comprising 


zive persons, chosen from its members in 
such manner, time and place as shall be 
specified in its By-laws, or, im. the; ab 


Seuoe Ol. SUC | SDECLIA CELIO, | OF she Dis- 
Cipline of the KMetnodist—Episcoval Church. 
The said Trustees shall have the sole man— 
Hpement anc. control of all the property: of 
the Association, subject to the present a 
ay future provisions of che said dis— 
cipline, ana may adovt By-laws not incon 
Sistant with said Discipline and the Laws 
of the State. 
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whe officers oc sed Board vsnals “icone 


sist of a President, Vice President, Sec- 
retary, and Troacurer, to. 3e Ennely choosen 
from amonge tne menblrs ov the. Boara, who 


shall perform the antics usvally assipned 
40 Suck of icers. 
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ieGolden 
S. Rensh 


Wm. jiche 
shone 
GZ o Vi e Sm 


article 


Dae Doard: of 
an annual meeting 
-terly Meeting in 
time the officers 
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prepared, setting 
the Doard during 
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the “estcoletion, 
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Trustees shall hold 
before the last Quar- 
the 6harge’,..at which 
vf the Scard shall 
an annual report be 
TOCTH) the -deines vor 
the year past and the 
property belonging to 
&. copy ef which shall 


‘be presented to the Quarterly Conferen- 
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of Trustces shall be filled, SRN 


. « eo —- > 
and aii the business of the Association shall 
be convicted in strict conformity to the.;:Dis-— 
Ctotine OL the said Ms 2s Ghurens 


ArtLole Pin. 


All be Panes of proverty to this As- 
sociation shall be taken in the name thereor, 
as set forth in Arv sicle 7, instead of in ' the 
name of the Trustees as provided in the Dis- 
Cipline. Any real estate of said Association 
may be sold and comveyed oy the saia Trustees 
in the corporate name thereof, when tie said 

Trustees shail be authorizoc to do so by 
a majority of the inembers present at a meet— 
ing of the Society especially called to con- 
Giger Che subzect of such “salesyer ne. Time 


and place of which meeting, at least two 
weeks' public notice shali be eiven, by the 
Preacher in charge, on Saboath or meeting 
days. | 
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This Society assumes to itself all the 
rights, powers, privileges end immunities wa- 
ich are now, or which may, during the exist- 
ence thoreof, bs conferred by-law unon S0C— 
BOVIS: Of \aotimllar: cnaracaer; “en except 
aga nerein EMRE LOO, yaoota as Its By-laws the 
Discipline ofthe Ucthodiset Eniscons) Churoh. 
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At the time these articles were filed in 
4#.the County Recorder's office, the circuit 7% 
consisted of the following points according to 
these articles; Van Meter, Blue Ridge, Cente. ry * 
Jefferson and Ses baNeg all’ situated in Vanlieter 
township of Dallas County and Jefferson am Lee 
ha eet i of {fadison County. With the exception % 
of Van Meter, these were all school houses.Blue 
re was located near the cemetary close tothe 
Rufuc Marquardt farm. Center was located near ” 
Mess oenlerts) place, Jefferson near Avy Re “ke 
Cleary's plage, and ae near W. EH. Shambau-* 
gehts place. pe 


The Board of Trustess at the time of the 
incorporation was composed of G. Fisher, Jr, « 
Jesse Dillon, David Brown, George Gutshall, W. : 
B. Clayton and S. Renshaw. 2 etd 


The subscription list for the new. parson- 
-age mentioned in the first paragraph of this 
chapter must have been quickly filled, for it 
was only eight days later that the parsonage ' 
property was purchased. On ae 27, 1875 Lote 
7 eee Op LY) ULOCK 6. 0f Clayton sub-division 
with the residence thereon was ‘purchased from 
fia Le, oe and artha sd... Peck irae aheo wen Os 
five hundred dollars. This is the property now’ 
owned and occupied by James Stump. 


In September 1875, D..C. Stuart was app-=. 
ointed to the Van Meter charge. He remained as’! 
the pastor until September 1876 and during his 
pastorate the work srev and prospered. His son, 
Dre GCeorge Stuart, married 6 Joca girl.’ -Anna, 
Golden, daurnter of Mr. and Iirs. Abram Golden 
Soom after their marriage, they went to China 
as Missionaries and remained in the missionary 
field for twenty-five years. 


It was during ‘th: pastorete of Kev. ' Stuae- 
rt that our present oldest Living member, Vayl- 
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or Jennings was baptized and joined the church. 
Brother Jennings affiliated with this church on 
June 25, 1876 and has been a faithful and loyal- 
member since tnat time. Sister Jennings, who- 
passed to her eternal revard during the past ye 
Q@r,y B@lso Joined the church at the same time, 


The next pastor was Re. J. Osborne who came 
to the charge in September 1878 and remained 
till September 1879. At the Fourth Quarterly: Caz: 
efererice, under the pastorate of Rev. Osborne, 
Trustees were appointed to build the Pleasant. - 
Grove Ghurch. These Trustees were: Goo@liff Broo. 
kets William licClary, and. L..N. Smith... Witmn 
a short time, nine hundred dollars was pledged. 
but the work was not begun until the spring of 
L881, ye a 


Reve Je We. Adair came to the charge in Sep- 
tember of 1879 and remained in charge of thedr- 
cuit until September 1881. During his pastorate 
the work was started on the. Pleasant Grove 
Churcn.e. in 1880 a new Board of Trustees was app- 
Ointed for the Pleasant Grote Church consisting 
of the following members: Goodliff Brooker, Wm. 
iicClary, L. N. Smith, George Roberts, Sidney 
smith, John Hutchins and T. J. Killam. : 


En. October of 1880, during Rew. Adar a 
pastorate, a cellar was put under the parsonage 
in Van Meter. Otner improvements were made in 
the parsonare home at that time. 


Hires. ils Clayton caive, In.writine apo ut 


this’ time of our history says, "Sister Jennie 
and I had many thrilla voing ovt on horuuback 


to collect missionary money for the newly organ 
ized loriecgen Missionary Socicty, when the rece 
eipts indicated a deprission as carly as 1880 # 
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it would appear from what ‘rs. Peigc says, that 
6ur Jiissicnary Scciety had its beginning abcut 

1680. It is abso’quite interesting tc note that 
e shertegs in nissicnory funds and a consequent 
GiCI2CuLty Wn caryyine on thin werk Ct own ceie g= 
tonary Tigics: is note nev thing ine this, cece 

Coe. 


p00on after the compicticn af the new Pleas-~ 
ant Grove Church, class number three was crgan- 
ized and met at the new cnurch, The new member- 
ship was made up of the fcrmer members cf classe 
es which had been mecting at the Liberty, Jeff- 
ersen, end Center schcilhcuses. Yhis church was 
located about five miles southecest of Van Ilet- 
Orajane Trustecs at the. time the church was tine 
ished were: Charles lIicCleary, Rufus Hazen, Leo- 
Nard smith and Goodliff drecker. 


This new builcing was not dacdicated until 
OUctoper-Sl5 I16CL. Rev...J. Be Gilipon Was uTie a 
the pestor, having cone tc the charge sno Ssepr= 
ember of that year. at. the tirie of tedication, 
there was cone hundred seventy dollars still un- 
pane ror the ‘ocnstriucticen of thevenuren. On 
the Gay of ceaication, cne hundred ninety-one 
dieliars was: subscribed ond pard so the church 
COG WE RCAPOAteG Cebb=Pfrecs iu ee oey Wit tie 
tne Bresicding Elder at that time, had charge 
of “the “dcdicatory. service. | Rev.kymoan was 
ereatl¢g esteemed here and this sommunity has 
hat om narne-sake of his cver glkuave- Ry man 
erie having dewn named Par Rar, 
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| | CHAPTER 5 
THE PRESENTAVAN MEYER CHURCH IS BUILT. 


me While J. B. Gibson was still pastor in 
1882, the building in which we now worshin 
was built. Captain E, D. Akers was the car- 
PENTEL In charge and. he not only constructed 
the Dpuilading, out he aiso built the pulpit 
which we are still using today, | 


Mrs. Ella Clayton Paige now of - Fort 
Dedge, jJowa writes, "My father, ‘James D, 
Clayton,. Jesse Dillon and: Abe Golden engiir 

eered the’ construction of the! building s...%s3 
Dipti she emmy history of the Sauron. vem 
father was Superinvencent of tne | Sunday 
BOMOOL DOr many years. “We, ae children, 


were -taiten 20 the surday sekhooe aiid of. Jase 
eveny Sapbath mornings, ‘then: Pematned(7or .ete— 
ven o'clock prea ching services, yaLper which 
followed class meeti Rey alveys concucted dy. 
Uncie Isaac Hester as Class Leader. 


‘Whvervy year there was a Sunday School 
Hicnic--there would de a 1ine of marco from 
The CoUUron (bO.: tire picnic erounds where a 
table about’ e-healf-siock in eee Rad. S.eon 
DUL io POT Che: OCCABBLON s ciy's ek ORL. Wee le 
real attraction.......Mre. Alec Logan" (was) 
"Primary teacher for many years" and Mr. 
Logan was always a ready aid.....The | late 
Mra. Frank Dunn uuinally. took the prize for 
memorizing and repcuting tue most verses irom 
THE BLDLOs sec ee s QUETECT LY meavines were 


great event... Many coming from a, (ietance,,-or 
ten so wweolve nilce--often oomlang on Oa cur 
day and remain for Sunday services." 


The old bulldius, wiich wag a small 
frame otructuro, wan sold ana moved cant of 
the-Goar Brothers ctore building and was used 
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ah & Saloon, a Stone: and as a pest—office 
gat ec eamipaa! at various times. 

During the time of construction SOF HGS 
church, there were very heavy rains - along 
she Racoon river and one night the river went 
“over its banks and flooded the whole town. -A 
rreat deal of lumber and other construction 
material which was piled up around the church 
vegan to float away. Brother Sam Cook tells 
quite an interesting account of how he - and 
e° number of other men waded through the ~ deep 
water to rescue and secure the material which 
Wight otherwise have been lost. ° So we have 
to give credit to the kindness and promptness 
of Bro. Cook and these other gentlemen for 
saving many of the timbers which support this 
house of worship. In spite of this flood and 
other minor delays, the work went forward and 
the bDuiiding was. completed in the late fall 


of 18828. .The exact date of dedication has. 
not been found, but it was no doubt . some 
time in October. This dedication was no 


doubt made under the vastorate of Truman. A. 
Lempman who came to the charge in September 
1883. It is possible, that the’date of ded= 
ication of the church was October 4, 1882 as 
Luee date appears in the rtecordvin connec= 
tion with the first mention of Rev. Lampman's 
name, but no definite mention is made of the 
dedication at that time. It 16 possible that 
in the future someone may discover a record 
of this dedication service so it can be added 
to thic history. 


' Mr. Wm. Hester said, "I well remember 
when the building was:.erected.. It was “duilt 
by Captain Akers, an oid soldier and a ~ lead 
ing citizen ond a carpenter by trade, who was 
a. Reena: of, ttie'churbh at the tine,” 
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Rev. Lampman remained on the charge till 
the Conterence of 1885 when Rev. A. C. Heck 
athnorn was appointed as the preacher. . in 
charge. Rev. Lorenzo Jean was appointed “‘‘in 
the fall of 1886. He remained till September 
OO ts : of 3 

In September 1887 Rev. John W. Wright 
was appointed to the charge and he remained 
until the Conference of September 1890. at igo 
was in 1889, during the pastorate of. :-ReVe 
Wright that the church at Booneville. . was 
built. Since that time, the.Booneville churh 
has been a part of the Van Meter circuit. 


James E. Bryan was sent to our church.'‘as 
pastor in September 1890 and he remained till 
the fall of 1892. It is thought that - the 
Ladies Aid Society, which is still ina very 
flourishing condition, was first organized in 
1891. Of the ladies who met together at. that 
time and organized this highly important and 
faithful organization, only two charter mem- 
bers are still in our midst. These two char- 
ter members are Mrs. D. F. England and - Mrs, 
Luella Hutchins. 


Rev. G A. Dietrick was assigned to Van 
Meter in the fall of 1892 and remained . till 
Conference of 1894. Following Rev. Dietrick 
our oldest,fin timeof service, (Wiving par 
tor; Oliver W. Lippincott, came to ghepher 
thé flock of the Van Meter circuit. Rev. 
Lippincott io.now a retircd pastor of the 
Des Moines Conference and is living in Ind- 
Lanola, Iowa. 


Rev. Livpincott says, "This year was the 
most severe exertion in my thirty-eight years 
in the active work of the ministry. I assis- 
ted in special meetings at Harlham three 
weeks, at Norwalk two weeks, and then had 


ay a 


oe ie Pomensd a eats ddd 
: bl haba tegen act anet osteto 
zoduss 798 tfbe bowtame: oo Ze 


tifg txt ae mulob won raat zodae 908 ela | 
bonianss of baa eguedo oft ind ogg 9 He Pies 
$I —-_ ,OG SL -medaedyeds to . vonerttna ‘Sift Thad ’ aa 
‘OR: Bo opnresagy eth (CO8L wh asv 4) 
Bbw silivencoes, tn. yh tad? tdaiaWw! > > 
bide offivenoo®.sdt .emtt tedt eomse sti tud 

Ho ebksret fe tot oN aaV salit to rae s beg a= 
a8 dorsrtia: myo of ‘tee asw ney it oust Wap AS. 
Siis DSeahamet ef fre OCBL te 8 ai XO te 
sat (hand: Sdguomt at tT «S08! to {fet edt: 
yrsv 3s ob IIita ef doidw ,ytecoot SIA eetial 
at hbostasgro vetit esw 100.1 P22erbO giisadtuolt | 
tas ts redtesot tem odw aeithal ode 20. eGOGlLO. 
bus daattoqui yldeid aad bestnayso bra emit’ 
“tice tetrad owt yino .noitestaonro Gutatiat - 
“Isdo ows.saedT .tebim wo ai iitts ete ered < 
987 . Dap basfyad 4 . .8uM sts exoduem test! - 

. seaidosuH aay ie 


“mg of bom fads aw Aotede bt e ry von 

ff{it heateamet bos SG8L to List ead ot seed 

dofiseld veh untwoifot  .s@BL to sonsth trod | 

wt DEVILS Soiviss TO SRE A AE },taebloe tys0 | 

Toiqothy ot euso stooniquid .W TOVELO 

VOH . ,thvorto fotoM asV sdt to Apo Lt” 

esis to tovusq betivor 2 wom ut Freesat 

MRT oft yalwie. af feo ponuTte ined aonloM eof 
iol ieee 


odd aaw T6504 eisT™ awe teoumtertd ’ wo | 7 Wire 
Sr16eY idygfo-yscidt yu al notitexe exreves) pore i ty 
ie re he 


neh 1 .Ytteinim ods t6 xtow ovitos od BERL 
eerds madirsd t6 oyattoem Intooqa ot ot ARE 
‘Bad ne td bn Essar si en, eels i 1) Ss 


on “ 


four weeks at palopebntos gia ate ‘four weeks at the 


Country church (Pleasant Grove), and six 
weeks in Van Meter. I-held three services 
per day The result of these EeeOD Ue was 


sone one hundred conversions, ! 


PU. Lippincott, by virtue of Deing * the 
Olaest pastor in point of service now Living, 
is the pastor emeritus of the Van Meter®¥.-° 
Church. . 

At the Conference of 1895 J. S&S. Throck- 
morton, now retired and living at Derby, 
Iowa, was sent to Van Meter and he remained 
as pastor Ontil the fall of 189%. “in that 
year, we received as pastor Rev. I. H. ELl- 
iott who remained on the charge till Septem 
Der. 1699,. > During Rev. \Eciiott's pastorate 
the parsonage was seriously damaged by . fire, 
necessitating extensive repairs. Rev. Ell~ 
i1ott passed away at his home in Boone, ‘Iowa 
on *Uuly 33, 1905... His wdow, and«= “) helpmate 
while serving at Van Meter lives with her 
daughter, Mrs. Ida B. Lloyd at Bcone. 
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CHAPTER YX THE T’ENTIETE ¢=VTURy 


Cheples iy mair Pyne next na tocar served 
for the Conference year of 1899 -. 1900 de~. 
Sinnin:; the twentieth century and the fifty 


third year. for the Vah leter Methodis st Church. 
Rev. Dair vassec to his eternal vevara some 
time ago. Sie adel i 


Rev. F. L. Watkins vas pastor from.Sep- 
tember 1900 to Sentem ee 1901. Rev. atkins: 


is now a merber of the North Dakota Confer- 
ence and se ving, the ser Rice aye Bolliner 
Snares. (nis address ore Rees oS Honda n 
North Baotas | OSE 


v7. “Rev. jv. T. Rink served: the charge fiom +4 
September 1901. to dune 1903. Rev. Rin k 
deen at “poly City): Iowa ‘on apprise e2oeG« 
‘the age of ‘siz <tytv0 after serving twenty- 
one years — in. the ‘Des Loines Coniereance, 


dee. Kichol the next minister to 
Serve Vhig.cderi6 come in Sephenpen Lou SD: 
to Leucusry LS04,. «cies Ves DONTE “retin ed 


LrSt When he sassed avny eto nis home in 
BMinweajolis Linn. et tie ace cof rifty— 
five, having served tvcnty-nine years in 


the Des Moinzs Conference. 


See Cateye li: the. Nee ahs tee to 
serve canie in September 1904. He was re-~ 
annointed at the..Confersnee je.c. in. the Buk 
Of 100555 3ut..on.occovunt of: hig neath he 
made orranjenéents to tev). te tue West... ON 
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beers his widow, is supposed to be living 

“San Jose, California, but we have not 

beun BLE LOiRoU 2 CONCH Wit wer unere » 
‘ Po man apnointca to fill out the 
¥Voar 10r Pema rOalatcli was Wik. Sees 
he’ cane to the charge in November 7905 
and feed till the folloving Septem- 
bet. Eis home jis now in’ ini tay) tow pe. 
but for tae iast year he has been in 


~ 


Enojland ae relatives and friengw 


J. Ws Harvood was appointed as 
paetor.in Seplember 1905. He served 
Lor one yeareu' he vas retired at “the 
Venlerence Of 1950 and: ie now Livy ane 
in Chariton, lowa. 


T. G.- Aten is another of our ofd 
s who is now on the retired lis 
Vea pe cnurch during the Con- 

Vea (Olt SO 76.00) Hewes now 
cicshty-one vearse of ASC» He and Mrs. 
seen are Living at. 250° amerieoid ave. 
pUs2crton, Calitornia, 
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Je N. Hozior, the next pastor, who 
sorved from the fall of 1998" until thc 
timc of the Annual Confcrence in 1$10, 
dicd on August 8, 1916 at Hancock, Iowa 
vihen he was sixty-four ycars old, at 
the time of his death he had served 17 
years in the Dcs Moincs Conference, 


During the pastorate of Rev. Hozier 
one of this church's renresentatives da. 
initely made his choice to enter the wrk 
Or oer onureh. Rev. Harry: .ok Penney et 
hoe pastor ob the Virst, hethottet ehuren, 


Im owa City, Iowa. dedicated his. lata to 


the Christian ministrv during that timee 
Our otner Teprcesentative im the ministry 
itom the membership of this: Cnurch as we, 
Chas. Thomas now pastor at Conway,loiva.e 
wece tworand Dr. George Stuart end Nis 
wire, Anna Golden Stuart, Wigeoerked 430 
China as Mmisslonarics. tor 2ooyters.. ace 
as fur asi is known, the only.ones from 
fois chureh who have entered full-time 
Bnristian work, tide Noted ner ove 
on Goes ou CUR... Davee), awe as ter eae 
story-to tell and that many ot our young 
peonole may hear the call and Pind the 
SpooOrLeunaey tO Civ eo the ths ees Toe wae 
Vaster. 
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oF 
transfered to the Van Meter Churoh, 


For Rev. Smith, the Van Meter charge was 
the beginning of his ministerial life. He was 
appoirted to this charge as a supply by Dist - 
rict Suprintendent, Rev. McDade, in September 
1910. The following year he was admitted into 
the Conference and returned to Van Meter by 
appointment of the Bishop, this being his first 
regular Conference appointment. It was in th e: 
Van Meter parsonage that their first child, Nelda 
Marie, was born. 


Fred VW. Ingvolstadt, D. D. who is. now the 
pastor of the Central M. E. Church of:Lansing, 
Michigan, was the pastor for the next three: ye- 
ars. He came in September 1912 and served the 
charge until September 1915. Rev. John &. Simnm- 
ers is another pastor who is now retired and 
-liging et Indianola, Iowa. He served for the 
Conference year of 1915-16, It was on January : 
10, 1916, during Rev. Simmer's pastorate, that 
the membership of Pleasant Grove was transferr- 
ed to Van Meter. In this same year, on January 
20, 1916 the building was sold to E,. F.Goodson 
for three hundred fifty dollars and the proce 
eeds prorated between Booneville and Van Meter. 
The surviving Trustees were J. Re Arms t r ong 
Shi ws ‘Oy OMLEN. This Lott. thervan Meter cir - 
cuit with only two points, Van Meter’ and Boon- 
Tile. warty inthe fall of thie year fo -preaci= 
ing apdointment at TPucker Brush schoolhouse ws 
added. This additional appointment did not ree 
main a part of the circuit for a very long time 
however. 


i. GC. MeGitvray fo the Gibby pastor. etiat 
living, who has served this charge, who is not 
now in the ministry. He is now living in Coun- 
Cid Bluffay Lowa, and: is: a Civilb service cempi-~ 
oyee Of the Post Office Department. He served 
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here during the-Confvrence. year of 1916-1917, . 


The next pastor, 3B. 0. Lyle, served dur~ 
ing the trying years of the war. He came to 
the charge in September 1917 and served till’ 
September 191°. During this time, this church 


CORLEPOUTed- 2ts part: to the service of the 
country in promoting the Red Cross work, Ilib-. 
erty Loan drives and other activities. Let. 


us hove, that our church can also make its car. 
tributicn to.the world's welfare. by helping 
to overcome the evil results of that war, and 
may we also do our part to keep faith with 
the boys ho served and gave their lives. that 
Victory: might be gained in. "The. War To ind All, 
Wars." The-war service flag of this church.corm 
tained eleven stars for the following members 

Carroil lhartin, Albert M. Compton, Donovan 

Hutchins, Farold Van Meter, Lioyd C.. Hulse, 

Ailen DTlatt, Ralph Sweeney, Osean. Mayes, bert. 

Umphries, Glen Garvin and Jewis Grover. 


Rev.i: BE. L. Spiller, who is. now pastor of 
the Simpson Methodist. Church in Des “Moines, 
servec. the charge from September T9319 to, Sep- 
tember 1920. His present address is 411 East. 
E6tnh St., Des Koines, Lowa. 


Qur next. pastor served the charge fox 
t7o years. Reve. iW. Brewer Game te ue «23. 
September 1920, and served till the cConfer= 
ence of 1922. He was very successful in builé 
ing up the, Sunday School to a high average at- 
tendance. The attcundance for nine months of 
the time averaged about one hundred twenty..e. 
Rew. Brever died on October £7, 1929 at Long 
Beach, Unlifornia. tle had becn a member of 
the Des Moines Conference for fifty years, 
and he was seventy-nine years old at the time 
of his death. lis widow, Wre. Laura Brewery now 
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lives at 237 Linden Ave. Tracy Apts., LongBeach, 
CaltTornia,. | 


'. William F. Lane, a probationer of the Con- 
ference, and e young student pastor, was assig- 
ned to the charge at the Conference of 1922. He 
preached for only a few weeks and then quit to 
give his full time to his school work. He is now 
‘the pastor of the Door Village and Westville Ch- 
‘urches in Indiana. His address is Rt. 2 LaPorte, 
Indiana. 


- Rev. J. H. Findley was appointed to finish 
out the year for Lane. He came to Van Meter in 
October of 1922 and served till September 1923. 
It was during this pastorate, on September 17, 
1923, that the old parsonage was sold to James 
Stump for $1500.00. Rev. Findley is now retired 
and living at Corydon, Iowa. 


ane next ipastor to serve thevcnerce = wae 
Erastus H. Green,who came in the fell of 1923, 
He remainea fcr tio years, leaving in September 
1925 to attend the Boston University School § of 
heolosy. At the peesent. time Rev, -Greene is the 
pastor of a church in Taunton, Massachusetts. 
His address'is 18 North Kockland St. Taunton, 
Massachusetts. The Conference year of 1925 was 
a@.year of iargze increase in the membership as 
thirty-five new members were added to the roll. 
It was in 1924, during Rev. Green's pastorate, 
that the church was moved to its present loc- 
notion. Before that time, .the church was located 
GCbLoeo' to the: cornen: of the ot. Wulte. piten 42% 
the summer time, especially when it has not rairr 
ed for some time,and the grass gets burned out, 
tac outline of the old foundution shows quite 
pleirly as a wide brown strip following the ex- 
act. Lotation or outline of the oldchurch. When 
the church was moved, a Lasement was put unhder 
it which provided a kitchen, dining room facil- 
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ities, rooms,for the Sunday School classes and. 
space for the furnace which was installed at’ ’ 
the same. time. President John L.’ Hillman of 
Simpson College conducted the rededication ser- 
vice and was the principal speaker at the reap- 
Sning of the church. 


she Buliding Committee for the new, church.., 
imprevanents was composed of: L. W. Fisher, H. 
Te ont GCeoreo: Cutshall, Ast Comsiony: (ends 
He. ?. Smith. The “inance Committee was composed; 
Oofe a. it. Compson, il. T. Smith, and Lloyd Hulse 
The church treasurer was A. I. Compton, the Sun 
daxr School Suprintendent was May Cook, the Bres- 
igent of the Ladies Aid was lIirs. Howard T. Smith 
and of the Woman's Foreign Missionary . Society’ 
was iirs. Sam Cook, Dorothy Dunn was President of 
the Epworth League and lirs. Llovd Fisher was Mae 
Chorister. 


For the next few years, some difficulty wa 
experienced in getting the appointment of a reg- 
ular resident pastor and the charge was car ed 
for by supplies. The first of these was Mari on 
Grant Rambo who was pastor during the Conference 
year of 1925-26. There was no parsonage on the 
charge at’ that time or for the mext two years 
following, and so, the pastors lived inles Moin- 
es and crove back and forth to: care for tie work - 
of the charge. Rev. Rambo is now living at 2725 
“lestover Blvd. Des Moines, Iowa. 


The next Suvply pastor was Rev. Et. T. Veg= 
tley, a retired pastor. ile supplied the pulpit 
from Septcmoer 1926 to .Scptember 1927. His pre- 
sent acdress ks 1540 Tenth St. Des Moines, lowa. 


The last of the supvly pnrators was Reve We 
Le Canriom. now livinz= at 3148 Eighth st. Des 
Moines, Lova, de served during ithe Conrerence 
year of 1927-28. Although Rev. Cannom Was a 
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suvply pestor and cid not live on the Charge, 
his pastorate was-one of the high points ae 
Le recent years or the’ charge. During + ne 
year he was pastor, there was a total of sity- 
one new additions to the church membership in- 
clucing preparatory members and these rewelved 


by 2 ae Le os 4951954 


wUring the early: partof: Rev. Cannom's 
pastorate, preparations were made to restore 
the charge to a resicent vastoral besis and 
the present parsonage was purchased from Lrs. 
eo io MOCK ON September.cd, LIA. The sum 
paid. for the parsonage was one thousand seven 
hundred and fafty, dollars, The new. parsongge 
was quickly put in shape for occupancy anda 
new parlor heater was purchased for’ the useof 
‘the parsonace family. ifforts. then were made 
to get a pastor who vould live’ on.the charge. 


The pastor who moved into the parsonage 
and restored the charge to.a regular resident 
pastorate was Rev. E. A. Cochell who,came-. to 
the charge from Northboro, Iowa. Rev. Cochell 
was a student at Drake University, driving 
Dacre end Porth during the sschogt wear, A 
schecule..cf services ‘was established. at. the 
‘two points: on the charge,.Booneville;: and ; Yan 
Meter, 60, there, would be a. service at... gach 
place cvery other ounday morning, anca.a .ser- 
vice'at Van Kicter every other Sunday evening. 


-A Union Vacation Bible €chool with the U. 
Be Church cooperating was e@estabvlisned. “Phere 
were 67 enrolled and an averare attendence of 
Se the caret tear. The Clase sores Vorshipy 
Missions, Bible stories, Drama ond Hand Work. 
A Scout ‘Troop was organized with twenty mem- 
bers passing the tcenderfoot test. The 4-H and 
Pig Glubs of the community were organized. A 
Church Wight service was held from October to 
March cach year- average attendance about U0. 
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36 
CHAPTER VII 
THY PRESENT 


In September 1950, Rev. Stuart C. Peterson 
the present Pastor, came to take charge of the 
Van t:eter Circuit. For one semester and one sum- 
mer, he has been a student at Simpson College at 
Indianola, Icwa, driving back and forth to take 
care of the work on the charge, The balance of 
the last two vears he has given full time to te 
work. In the summeér of 1931, he was sent as a 
representative of the Des Moines Conference to 
The Tenth Annual Rutal Leadership Training Sch- 
ool held at the University of Wisconsin at Nai- 
1L1SON. 


During the present pastorate, the work of 
the church has been carried forward with con - 
siderable success. One cf the high marks in te 
history of the church in the matter of growth 
of membership has occvred during the past two 
years- eighty-eight new names having been added 
to the membership roll and quite a number of ade 
ults and children having been baptized. 


The work of the Union Daily Vacation Bible 
School has been continued with increasing int- 
erest on the part of both teachers and pupils. 
The school held in the summer of 1931, with 
lirs. Peterson acting as Suprintcndent, had a 
corp of ten teachers, seventy-six pupils enr- 
Olled and an average attendance of sixty- two. 


The 1932 Vacation Bible Schocl had nine 
teachers, ninety-tivo pupils cnrolled and an 
average attendance of cighty-seven. this year 
Iirs. L. W. Fisher was acting SBuprintendent in 
place cf Irs. Peterson, who was elected out 
could not be in active charge because of other 
duties. a 
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a Hone Lepartuenat wes orgaiizec in’ the 
sunday ochocl with Mre. Bertha Pitzer ag 
suprintendenh.. This organization callssups= 
on vthc:stek andthe shuteins every . week, 
taking the Home Visitor and the Sunday — 
‘School papers to them. The membership of 
the Home Department has averaged about fifs= 
teen; 


. the Church Night Services were contins 
ued through the winters of 1930 and 1931, 
The Averege attendance was about fifty. The 
programs consisted of a Fellowship Supoer 


Devotions and-a class for disaeussion and 
study. The subjects for study were: rae 
Foundations and the Background of the Christs 
ian Church", and a study of "Wantr@d. . Réeli« 


gions"with atereopticen lectures on the misse 
jonary work being done in the COMLt TL eS where 
these religions are dominant. 


| A group of girkb has been Hetitcrad into 
an auxiliary te the Missionary Society. . This 
group is called the Standard Bearers. Here, 
it might be well to mention that the organ- 
isations of cur church are now suprportingfour 
chiidren in our missionary senools, \ three 
girls and one boy.The girls are being cared 
for by. the Standard Bearers and Wissionary 
Society and the boy by the Sunday Schoole 
Both the iffsstonary Society and the Stand 
ard, Bearers have done mich good work.in the - 
interest of our miscion fields. 


A&A Mother's Club was organized in the 
eaik° of 1928. this club is open © :to ony 
mothceyva in the comunity who are interested 
in the study of Child-Velfere. Repular 
meetings for study end discussion hawe been 
held during the past vRwW winters. 
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A Union Young Teople's Sceciety was. start- 
edin the fall of 1950 with a group of young 
people from the Unitcd Brethern and the Iethod- 
ist Churches. This society has heid regular me- 
etings during.the fail and winter the past two 

Sct1.6'e : 


«the pa stor promoted and ¢reanized one of 
the ‘la reest Tethers end Sens Bencucts ever held 
in this community in the fall af 19590. Tnis-van- 
quet was held in the schocl auditorium on Nov- 
ember 21, 1950, With well over tvo hundred fath- 
ers and sons sitting dcwn to the banquet table, 


The Baster seascns of 1951 and’ 1952 were 
marked by. the Holy Week services which were heXd 
every evening of Holy oe, culminating in a 
Beautiful Sunrise Service each year. These Sun- 
rise Services were Sieended by a large number of 
people. cach’ year... 


‘Too much cannot be srid in appreciation of 
the Ladies Aid Society which has carricd cn faite 
fully and loyally through the years. This crgan- 
ization has always been in the forefront when it 
came. to any activity. fcr the advancement cr othe 
imprevement of .the church. at the present time , 
they are making a substantial payment each year 
toward the local budget, and they are clways do- 
ing something to improve the’ comfort and the app- 
earance of the church. 


The musical organizations of the church are, 
the Acult Choir .which furnishes the music for 
MOR>.O7 cur reculaAl survices, the Young Veople's 
Choir which furnishes special music for many occe 
asions during the yeer, rnd the Su nday Schecl Ore 
chestra,. These orgeni zations | have furnished the 
Church with some fine nmaigic- Cantatas end other 
prigreme, for Kastor, Christmaa, Mother's Dey and 
Other occasions besides furnishing the music tor 
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Toewler services. AS.a.part cf the Adult Cherrs 
Meueive, Ob Tne Dresent) time a fine Jen's Qaare 
tet which has filled engagements in other chu- 
rches besides singing for. us here at home. 


This church*has been able, during the last 
few years,tc finish each year with all its Ccn- 
ference clieims' and iccal budget cared: for by 
Conference time. The work of benevelonces has 
also receivediits share of attenticn,: the charm 
usually meetings its full quota for missions ete, 
The past year has been a hard one financially , 
but «due to the faithfulness: and: loyalty of tne 
members and.friends, we will again be able to 
meet our full quota fcr missions and benevolen- 
ces, and we hope for the local budget. 


During the Christmas season of 1931, the 
Bocneville church installed a new Greene Colon- 
jal furnace with plenty of hot and cold air 
pipes tc all parts of the church. This makes 
the building much mere cemfcrtable and will take 
care of the heating needs for many years tc cme 
The entire cost of the new furnace was valid as 
sceecn as the work was completed. The Van iieter 
Church will.install a new furnace.this Pak, 
and 2 complete renoveticn of the building incl- 
uding redecorating inside and out is planned 
for the spring of 1953. 


The Pirst Annual Home-Coming Service was 
held in this church.on August 30, 1931. The 
church was se crowded that there was not even 
standing rocn left. Many former members and two 
former prsters were here. The pastors prevent 
WerGes Heve De Te Fee tlcy and kev. 'C. We. Lippine 
cott. Special features cf the morning service 
were, A welcome by our youngest member-Bebdie 
Tisher, a’speech by cur oldest member- Taylor 
Jennings, e roli-ecebl of the members ..: and’ tre 
résAing of the history cf the church. 2Lis 
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present history is the cutgrcwth cf the history 
which was read on that day, much additicnal inf- 
crmation héeving been ccnpiled during the past 
year. Special music was furnished by our len ‘'s 
and cur Boy's Quartets, our Girl's Sextet and 
oux Choir. 


alter the merning service, we had plann ed 
to have a basket Cinner in the Gutshsll -. timber 
but when about half the crowd nad gotten cut to 
the picnic grounds it began tc rnin ee everycne 
returned to the church. The dinner was served in 
the basement, and in spite of being sa ee in 
until we could harcly mc¥e, we ov. & very wbheas- 
ant and enjoyable time and we had a fine Ginnere 


In the agfternocn we repaired to the church audit- 
orium and held a meeting.wnich was not on the 
schedule but which was very well attended. At 
this meeting, a speaker frcm Des Licines,.wnc had 
not been eble to reach ancther appointment on 
acccunt cf the rain, svoke tc these assembled. 


The Secend Annual Home=Ccning wes also the 
eccesion of the 50thn.Anniversary of the dedicate 
ion cf the present church ceifice ana the 385th 
Anniversary of. the founding cf Van “eter Method- 
ism, This triple celebration was held on Septem- 
ber li, 1952. Many former-friends and-members , 
and also former pastors were present. ft the 
sen. 0 .cLock hour,. the childrenwct the Sunday 
school nut on a dramatization of the history of 
the church. The principal speekcr at the elcv- 
en o'clock hour was Bishovo Bb. LD. Leete, the 
BRecident Bishep of. the Omeha srenre A basket 
dinner was servec at nocn tc all those present, 
In the Afternoon, there was a Re-dedication 


service conducted by Dr. R. i. Shipman, the 
District Suprintendent. At this servict, we re-~ 
dedicated the building in-which we have wore 


shiped for fifty yrars to ancther fifty yuare 
use in the woruhip and service cf God. : 
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tne balance cf the afternocn program was 
given cover tc memoriss and reminiscences OT 
the past Tifty years, ersctiinges: from former 
membcrs and Triends, talks “by former pastors, 
ana neignboring pastors. and. a general testi- 
mony meeting. Special music was furnished for 
the mcrning ond afternocn meetings by cur chdr, 
the Young Pucple's Cuartetsand the ilen's Quare- 
tet. 


This histcry sheulc nct be clesed withcut 
expressing a.special word -cf thanks to all 
those who have ccntributed to the success;, of 
the serviccs cn this day, and ulsc to all the 
ose whe have sc kindly helped with informat - 
ion and service in the ccmpiling and printing 
of this history. It is heped, that in the years 
CO..Gome, when ae history comes to the eyes 
of auture generations, that: they wilh. ve able 
to acd a great deal of history about the con- 
tinued progress and service of this church to 
‘this cormunity. | 


May God richly bless every reader of this 
Becount:. <2 how God has directed: the: Tite of 
this church in the past; and may the Brightly 
Gleaning Torch of Faith, which was first lit at 
the source of all light- The Light of The World 
~Jesus Christ our Savior- never be dimmed or 
allowed to go oute 
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this record would not be complete with- 
out a greeting from those who could not be 
present at this triple anniversary. A number 
of our former twembers and also former pastors 
have sent their regrets. Some of them are too 
-old and feeble to make the journey to Van ime~ 
ter, others live too far avay, some of them h 


California, anc trey find it imnossible te 
WiGLY US heain. But in all their letters 
there is the messare of continued faith in 


the Gosnell of Christ and a note of thanks-—giv 
- ing for what this church has contributed to- 
Ward their Christian life, Former pestors 
have told something of the joy of their ser - 
‘vice in this pact of God's vineyard. And the 
hope is cxpressea by many that, though they 
cannot be with us at this timc, they arc lock- 
‘ing forward to the mocting in heaven whore 
there shall bc no more parting. | 


We think it fitting, as a represcntetion 


of what many of these former members and 
pastors would say iz they ceculd) sncas to us 
through tne space which scparates us —f<scm 
thom, to print hore «. grocting from ong. 7 ‘of 


our cldsst membcre which was read at our last 
Home-—Ccowing sorvics. The writer of this mess- 
age in poom, Mrs. Tavior Jennings, has since 
passed to hor oternal rovard and will meet us 
in tho final grcat Homc-coming servico of all 
the saints otf God. 


To the Membors ot the Mothodist Church 
at Van Metor, fovwa. 


LL am With you today in apirit, 

Ane can ear the vords of good checr; 
As you telecom the formcr mombors, 

Who have guthored from far and near. 
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Eo shall think of the fricnds and ncighbors 
Who heve sharcd ovr wcoal and our woo; 
Gur titl: find &@ humbcr ars umiesing 
Whom Tro loved in. the. long. ego. 


thoy LoLLovoe Re Gleam” on Lite Ss Jono y.: : 
And have ontcred tno "Groat: Boyond”’s 

But are vetting to.sicloomo caen of 46, 
When tho master says, “cll donc." 


(Sivned) Mrs. Taylor Jonnings 
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beknovilsdgements. 


Acknowledgemmt is thankfully madc to the 
following sourcos cr information which the tes 
tor has used in Writing this history. 4 


‘The Conference Minutos from 1895 -to-1931. 

The History of Dalles County -1879 pub- 
lished by the Unison Historiccl Co. Des Moines, 
Towa, 


The Records of the Van Meter Mcthodist Ch 
Uren Irom L675 to 1932. 


A papcr written by Mrs. Mary Vinits many 
years ago for a home-coming eclebration at 
Fairvioy Mcthodist Church. 
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Acknovilsagcment is also duc to many mcm - 
bors and frisnds, ond also former pastors and 
members who have kindly helpsd tha vestor to 
Gnechk Ano PeIaabilits co -eartain tacts and 
have furnished valunpnlc information from thoir 
Ov EOcordsavand Choir. mImMorie e's 


THe Mostor. will. anoroelate cine TPeceiet of 
any rccord or information obout the history of 
this circuit shich con bo eBdded to this nist 
ory twnen it is ropublishod at some future Home 
Coming. if youekhove such intormavicn, kindly 
acna it to the pastor. Dhonks Will algo be 
duc to those who vill call to the attontion of 
Tac -urtter any: arrors. in doics. or statcnuuts 
LounGd: in this ahae CORY We have tried to be as 
aceurctc 2s possiblo, but orrors nigit hava 
eropt in, in Shits oO the Caro which has been 
oxcrcisced, 
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PASTORS OF THE 
VAN IETER 
HETHODIST EPISCOPAL 
| | CHURCH _ ) 
John E. Darby Sepp. 1&69-to Sept.1871-) 


W. T. Hesterwcod i eso ean Co gor 


(Note: These tve pastors served Van . 
‘eter as a part of.the DeSoto circuit.) - 


Bows Payton Sept. 1873-to-Sept. 1874 
(Deceased 
Wer pe Xirkpatrick ‘ 1874-to- " 48.75. 


(Supply- A Supperanhate of the Illinois 
Conference. Decensed.) 

De OO, Stuart Sépt. 1975-to-Sept.1878 
(Deceased, Mey 31; 2910 at: Clarinda, Ia. *- 
age -93 years:.45 years in D.N. Conf.) 


“Re ‘7. ‘OSborne Sept. .1878-to-Bept .1879 
| (Deceased. ) | 
Pais: cates Sept. 1879-to-Sept.1881 


(Deteased, April 95,1690 at Pancra, Ja. 
ige 612 $1 years in DellsaConty) 

Je 3B. Gibson Oct..31, 186) te Creo. aos 

| (Deceased, 

Truman A Lampman Shae el 1882-to-Aug.235,1885 
(Deceased, lay 13, 1902 at Greencastle, Ia. 
age. 7142.18 youre in Delte: Contra) 

she Ce Heckathorn Sept. 1885-to-Sept. 1886 
(Deceased, Dec. 7, 1913 at Des Moines, Ia. 
nge- 66% 19 years. in ' D Min Cont.) 

Lorenzo Jean . Bepte gr ae -¢o-Sept. 1887 
(Transfercd to Nebraska Conf. and retired. 
Deccased Feb. 8, 1914. ‘at- 

John W. Wright Sept. 1687%-to-Sept. 1890 
(Deceascd, Junc 30, 1927 at Luthcr, Ia. 
‘pe 77) 19 years. in’D.i. ont, ) 


James Tl. Bryan sept.1890 -to-Sept. 1892 
mer coegsud~ ) ) 
Cease DLGBrick:: sept. 1892-to-Sept. 1894 


(Deceased, Sept. 6, 1916 at Seneca, Io. 
Age 7359 TR years in DoaGonf .) 
Oliver W- Lippi nal vept.t894-to-Sept. 1895 
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J. S. Throckmorton Sept. 1&95-to-Sept. 1297 
Derby, Icwa. , | 
faaec nh. Hi Lictt Dec. 1897-to-Beb. 1899 


(Deceased, Buried nt’ Bocne Ia. July 23,1905. 
Deir ie a eae OE Uy PS i.BeLloyd, Bocne, Ta. 


Charles #. Beir sept. 1899-to-Sept. 1800 
(Decoased- . ) 

¥. LL. Watkins sept. 1900-to-Mar,. i901 
he wo, Janden,: NsD. “North Dak. Cont. 

We'T. Rink Sept. 1901-to-Jnune. 1903 


(Deceased, April 12,.1920 at Dow City, ‘Ta. 
peerte! aierenre Tn Dis. Conte) 
Je era CROL sept. 1903-to-Feb. 1904. 
(Deceased, Dec. 11, 1911 at Ilinneapolisy, lfinn. 
“yee SS: 29 vears in Des Moines Conf. 
Je We Caléwell Sept. 1904-to-Oete. 30,1905 
(Deceasec, Oct. 30, 1905 at Casey, Ia. 
Ace 59 yeare:'? years in’ D.H.Conf. ).. 


lie. Mary Caldvell San Jose, California. 
We H. Shuge Nove. 1905 -to-Sept. 1906 
atiita, Lowa. (Now in England) | 
John W. odarwood Sept. 1906-to-Sept. 1907 
Chariton, lowa. 
Tw iGe uiten Sept. 1907-to-Sept. 1908 
e220 Bast Amerigo Ave. Fullerton, California. 
Jerine Hosier Sept. 1908-te-Sept. 1910 


Deceased, Aug. 8, 1976 at. Hancock, ‘tay 
ave 642.29 ‘vears in “Di. Conte) 
Floyd A. Smith | sept. 1910-to-Sept. 1912 
YWocdvward, Jowa. 
Fred VW. Ingvolstadt, D.D. : 
Sept. 1912-to-Sept. 1915 
Central iff .Church, Jansing IWchigan. 


John E. Simmers Sept. 1915-to-Scpt. 1916 
Indianole, Lowa. 

De Oe PeoCilvray Scpt. 1916-to-Scpt. 1917 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

B. O. Lyle Sept. 1917-to-Sept. 1919 
Dundec ii..Church, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Dev be ODLL1Ler Sept. 1919-to-Sept.°1920 


411 EB. 26th: St. Des Jioines, in. 
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Charles W. ‘Brewer Sept. 1920-to-Sept. 1922 
(Deceased, Oct...27, 1929 at Long aac: Cal. 
Age 793 50 years in D.}t.Conf.) 
lirse Chas. W. Brewer Long Beach, - Calif. 
‘cor Landen Ave., Tracy Apts, 


Wm. Franklin Lane Sept. 1922 (ehort supply) 
Rte 2 Lerort., Indiana, 

James H. Findley <: » OST « 1922-to-Septs 1923 
Corydon, lowa. 

Erastus H. Green Sept. 1923-to-Sept. 1925 
18 N. Rockland: St.-Taunton, -!"ass, » 4 

Marion Grant Rambo "Sept. 1925-to- ad ii eh 
eleo Westover Blvd. Desltoines, Ja. : 

Beote(Rertlcy Scpt. 1926-to- eee 1929 
1540 Tenth St. Des Moines. In. ' a 

bY re Oe Cannom Sent, 1927-to- -Sept. (1988 
shoo pipnth St. Des Noines, la. 

Be ae COChELL oe a 1928- to- -Sept. 1930 

'« ATton,~ lowais~ = * A heciee 
.S.-Ci-Peterson — ‘Sept. 1950- Syed eae ate o 


-Van: iieter, Iowa. 


Note: The nunmber'‘of years of service in the a 
Des lioines Conference does not always indicate 
the total years of service inthe ministry. 
some os the above pastors served in other 
Conferences -hefore transfering. to this Con- 


ference. 
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PRESIDING ae “YD DICTRicT SUPRINTENDENTS 

OF Tits DIS RICTS INCLUDIEG Vil itTER. ds 
The Poricwine men served the BLiStrict el thier 
while cur church vas a part of the DeSoto 
circuit or efter it became a seperate: charge. 
hiaev Use UL LGer Service: is not. Known, 
Dugel Thempsen (1869?) Ts He, head 
A's we Levee J.e He. Swope 


Complete infcrmation is not available for some 
of the following men, but: they all served; after 
Van Ifeter became a seperate circuit. 
fe ae COLLIne 1879 

Win tee t4aett te Ty. : 

MP ere we eat Gee 

J hn Eesterwcod 


Ge am Lon | B81 | 
Cre seiccoett.) cea 
DO. Oc ronklin Atiantic District1399=1096 
W..W.. Ramsey ¢ n  . 1897-1898 


(Deceased Feb. 5, 1918 at lt. View, Lo. 

: tae 744 0B years in Del. COnk.. 

the Mae | ARLEN Atlantic District Less=1003; 4) 
(Deccased, Ilay 25, 1909 at Des Moines, Ia. 
age. 603926 years in Des i. Conf.) 

Pita Stevenson. stLantic Dist’. 1904=-1°909 
Jefferson, Lowa. 

Blmer We licDade it i 1909-1915 
oLo6=— &th St. Des Hoines,; Ta. 

Tie fee aber AtLiantie: Drvetrict ““LOls-Ty2s 
pedford, lowa. 

i Aaa eas BR Pa Ws hs ‘ " 1923-1924 
9955 Utah St., Sean Diego, Valifornia. © 

DEG MOINES DISTRICT 


Preaerick Os tiiuwerde 192481930 
Perry, Iowa. | 
Raymond if. Shipman PT aL iets a 


1400 Chautauqua Fkwag. Des lines, Ia. 


Por 
eh a A 9 
>) "=. eptacdte se. 
. he . 

9 

f-5" 5 


“r9Sts hovise Lia yest tod «nom gytiwollot odd Qo 


2 htaret 
‘ ee? aot oat aot) seer ihe a 


= .s D 4 toi ¢ C 
So ae ce rf a4 
‘ 3 ss T \ ir r ae 
i | " ve he 


a erry anol, pa a 
, , bast. | ae 
* sar Pag: Sich eae : ‘iy ; oh At eee | eves bs ‘ ] 
. uy ree te “h r ues wa a ie tte hey a . 


ence sot oldslimfa ton at ‘ieee otet 00 rie 


.», attugets > atatsdon 6 seen oe ates 

oN | 2 ; ries Ga 

i ee ee eee ae 
Pi, biiwttniin SOF teas 8 : “poownadest ‘oth 
rest 2 ‘ | “tte ' BR ys 


<Fehanen iy 

“peat-eost rsobaaeta ob tassee apbiase® 0° a: ext 

Ses l-Tesl * YORMsH 0 eT | 
gO ge BS EV 0 8 8a BLE 4 ek poeneoot) in; a 
(.%n09 1.0 at esthoy OL 2ST Bak ye 


£0eT-Ceal sotateid stineLTrZ, noite. .9 yey. i 
-6l ,sortol eed te eer oS ya ,boaeges@) | 
; (.tnoD . 29@. mf atten OS 700 aye i. 
G02 L-p0er » said otinsl se. rranitay 3 wouie™ ie) 
Se Hy | eRWOl ynonnbTiat: rit) 
@rer-eoeL " . “aboGoil ow -tomkS - 


: Sal ,aontol eod .g0. 458 “0GKE 5 

eser-efer fotrteid otsiattt ~ .ebfat +f it ie 

. a «swol gitotl cas 

heereeser 1 i eo ep Beer e 

: soknroThiaw ook asa ‘eat i530, Reece | 
BW eke: pits hime sia Sy): ee 

ob Orne ae eee “aS OM ie 


a eed 


| 


Pos PRG, 5 


49 


OFVICTAL DIRECTORY 
VAN METER AND BOONEVILLE 
LETHODIST ErIscoPsL CHURCHES 


Bishop F. D. Leete-Rcsicent Bishop, Omaha Area, 
840 Omaha National Bank Building, | 
| Omaha, Mebraska. | i 
Dr. Re M. Shipman~ Svuprintendent Des licines Dist. 
1400 Chautauqua Pkway, Des Moines, Ia. 


Rev. S. C, Peterson----~  Reedeaiesteatatadatadetedekadadader Pastor. 
Trustees... Vantieter. Stewards, Van an Iieter. 
Hovard 7. mith -Ch'man. R.L Phillips -Ch'nan,. 
narry T. FPearn Clavance.Punn +Treas,. 
Lioyad D. Fisher vaes sss LLoyd C..rulse, -Rec, 
Warren Bs Payton: !*: J, H.. Gutshall as 
Ralph Jorhines a pte Roy Ae Clayton: 

OA Gs Fel Gex 
trust ech, Frocnevi lle. ~<Wy- Dem Payton 
C. Houknam | | 
Pe Nernst Wing! 8 | Stewarts, Booneville. 
T. F. Myers | bee es: Sook -Treas. 
Charles C. Cook gis Cosries  C.ss Cook 


Oo. Houstran mas 3 
cs, Wars ae ee 

ae x eae anes gp a 

; hay jee 


Mee. 6% Hove hemrs aire. 


“sta cenit ¢od $n oie as = 
8 gon 
+ prodaat restne ste tet waeene fea 


a , x ry 
ys Le im) Cant a sti h 


‘t ‘a sabre 
Far ap Sates L vee d 
ere anol sons 7sld 
eB9Hr sefu%., byodl- 
“ois, A fadetuo. Mf @h.- 

*) Moryelo oh Kon: oii 


ear 
SSLRATSARST 2 OE SCL IS 
esett- M990U ile ye d4& 
eo" ag90 $0 Bgl taty 


t+ 


< 
- 
2. 
= 
7s 
re: 
oe 
wns 
2 
Heo 
z 
ine q 
2 
> 
Nee 
x 


- 
ea 


oe 


8 


hy guttg > 
‘ eo 
* 1h. '# 
26 = ad a bay 
® r 
a Z * 
* . 
Hi a 7 Y 
ey ‘| 
eg he ae eis od 
* a “Fy. ay 
ef fe G= 
+ 
a Ane x ot 
thy 
? 
i] 
r+ 
E . 


590 
_ORGABIZATIONS 


VAN MOTT: 
Sunday Schocl. 


Mrs. L. WV. Fisher--------- Ssuprintendcent. 
Hrs. R. A. Clayton-------- Primary Sup't’s 
lirs.e Bertha Pitzer--------Home Department 
Suprintendent. 
lirse Art Bainter---------- Cradle Roll 


Suprintencent. 


Ladies .\id Society. 


lirs. H. T. Smith---------- President. 
Women's Foreign Ifissionary Society. 

Ifiiss May Cook------------- >resicente 
otandard Bearers. 

Lueta Baker--------------- President. 

Union Young Feople's Society. , 
Barbara Ann Ingland------- President. . 
“Mothers Club. . 
: Irs. art Bainter---------- Presidént. 

Daily Vacation Bible Schocl, 

lirs. S.C. Peterson------- Suprintendent. 
Choir Director-------------- Hees. Da snes 
Orchestra Director--------=- liiss Lunice Skelton. 

BOONE VILA 

Sunday School. | 

Ray Myers----------------- Suprintendent. 
Ladics Aid Socicty. | 

Niss Pearl Davis----------YPresident. 


Epworth League. 
iiss Virginia Cook-------- President. 
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